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KEY QUOTES
“Cord blood transplantation is a relatively recent clinical procedure, with the first cord blood transplant performed in October 1988.  Since then, hundreds of thousands of cord blood collections have been stored frozen throughout the world, in anticipation of their potential use to treat a multitude of malignant and non-malignant disorders in children and adults.  However, the longest that a cord blood collection has been in frozen storage before actual clinical use is likely between 3 and 5 yr”
“The practical aims of the present study were to evaluate recovery of HPC after 15yr storage in a frozen state, and most importantly to determine not only the in vitro proliferative, self-renewal and expansive properties of recovered HPC, but also to evaluate the capacity of recovered cells to engraft and repopulate the hematopoietic system of sublethally irradiated NOD/SCID mice.”

“Whereas final proof for the long term engrafting capability of cord blood cryopreserved and stored frozen for long periods of time requires clinical results demonstrating long-term engraftment in humans, our inclusive results are highly suggestive that cord blood can be stored frozen for at least 15 years with highly efficient recovery of viable and highly functional HSC and HPC needed for cord blood transplantation.”
